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Our members have been busy—Above: Jim
Hovanec demonstrating at the Mapleside
Farms Medieval Festival

John Pratt and Bob Temple traveled to Mesopotamia for their
“Heritage Day” on Sat. Oct. 5th. It was a hot sultry day with a
slight breeze. This was the 13th Heritage Day WRABA members participated in. It was a smaller than usual crowd and we
did not sell many items. A grand total of $12.00 was taken in.
The highlight of the festival is always the Amish fried pies and
coffee. The afternoon brought rain around 2:45 pm. We waited
out the first burst but 30 min. later it started again and we
closed down, packed up and headed home.
WRABA was approached a number of times this year to supply a smith to demo. Let me know if any of you are interested
for next year I will try to coordinate events and pass them on
to any of you who would like to be involved.
-Bob Temple
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“Tales of the Western Reserve”
The Western Reserve Artist Blacksmith
Association (WRABA) is a non-profit, educational organization, an affiliate of the Artist
Blacksmith Association Of North America
(ABANA).
We are dedicated to preserving and promoting
the art and craft of hand forging iron.
WRABA, our group of blacksmiths meet
monthly to share information and techniques
at the smithy of one of its’ members or at Century Village in Burton, Ohio.
A Membership application is on the
back cover of this newsletter.

Vice-President

www.wraba.com
Get information on our organization.
Find out what is going on and take a
look at some great pictures of what
we’ve been doing.

Secretary

Roy Troutman
Streetsboro, Ohio
330-678-2013

Treasurer

Bruce Woodward
Madison, Ohio
440-428-0822
Woodwardiron1
@roadrunner.com

The WRABA Newsletter is composed and written by the editor except as indicated. Material
may be reprinted except as noted, with proper
credit given. WRABA, its officers, demonstrators,
writers, editor and members specifically disclaim
any responsibility or liability for any damages or
injuries as a result of the use of information published in the WRABA News or demonstrated at
conferences or at meetings. Every effort is made
to insure the accuracy and safety of all the information provided, but the use of any information
published herein is solely at the user’s own risk.

Deadline for articles to be put in the
newsletter: March 15, June 15, Sept. 15, Dec.
15th (these dates are in the month prior to the
issue coming out on the 1st)

Editor
Jeffrey Nau
4922 Treeline Dr.
Brunswick Hills, Ohio 44212
jeffrey@naufamily.net
330-741-1829
Linda Woodward
Madison, Ohio
440-428-0822
Woodwardla@hiram.edu
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Board Members
Art Wolfe
Chesterland, Ohio
440-729-0777
artjudywolfe@sbcglobal.net
Bob Temple
2013
Bristolville, Ohio
330-889-3952
Drbobcatt@netscape.net
Marc Yanko
2014
Chardon, Ohio
440-286-6059
mwyanko@hotmail.com
Rocky Whitfield
2014
North Lima, Ohio
330-549-3055
Ralph Neumeister
2013
Auburn, Ohio
440-552-9560
mlforge@cebridge.net
Don Pfaff
2013
East Rochester, Ohio
330-525-7836
-----------------------------------Burton
Bob Temple
Ralph Neumeister
Fundraising
Bob Temple
Art Wolfe
Special Events
Bob Temple
Roy Troutman
Hammer-Ins
Roy Troutman
Tips & Tricks Editor
Ralph Neumeister

Committees
Membership:
Ralph Neumeister
Bruce Woodward
Frank Strock
Scholarship:
Bob Temple
Roy Troutman
Lou Molvin
Workshops:
Ken Tucker
Roy Troutman
Rocky Whitfield
Bob Temple
Website:
Roberta Barnhart
rsb4@neo.rr.com
Sunshine:
Art Wolfe
Library:
Bob Brown
Stores:
Mark Millhoff

Volume 17 Issue 4

(Fourth Quarter)

“Tales of the Western Reserve”

Page 3

President’s Letter October 2013
from

Gary Barnhart
Open forge night is still doing very well. We are enjoying a new person almost every time. Along those
lines, we will have 2 locations this winter, one at Ralph’s place in Auburn and the second at Gary’s in Southington which is just west of Warren. We will most likely move from Burton sometime in November. Please
check the web site for more info in a few weeks. Also consider doing one if you have the shop.
Poor turnout for the Raccoon County Music Festival. Only 3 other people besides myself showed up for
this event. First I’d like to thank James Hyde, John Kirvan, and Roberta for showing up and keeping this day
from being a disaster. It made for a long day with few breaks as the people were always waiting for demos. If
there were just one or two more people things would have been easier. For those who almost showed up, you
were deeply missed.
WRABA has a scholarship program available to members. Anyone who is considering a blacksmith class
may be selected to receive a monetary gift towards that class. The scholarship committee will review your request and possibly grant funds. The main requirement is that you must give back to the club by writing a newsletter article or do a demonstration of what you have learned.
With 2014 on its way, it is time to plan next year, so consider having a hammer-in. The club provides funds
for items needed like paper products, etc. So be the first to let Roy Troutman know you’re up for the challenge.
We also will be setting a date for the Christmas party during Don Pfaff’s hammer-in Oct. 19th. Send me an email or leave a message on my home phone of dates that are good for you, and we will pick the one that has
the most hits.
WRABA August picnic was at Chan’s. We had a good turnout, lots of good food, fellowship and exploring
Chan’s wonderful world of ferrous objects. It would take a lot of space to describe Chan’s place to you so next
time, show up!
I missed SOFA Quadstate last year, but I don’t know what was worse, the winds down there or Roberta’s
kidney stone! This year was near perfect, Roberta and I camped out and the weather was very good. The rain
even held out until we had finished lunch on Sunday and were leaving the fairgrounds. We came back with
more money that we took and bought some well needed tools while there. Roberta was enthralled with the
class by Robert Trout on Copper smithing. She has been self teaching copper work the last year and these
classes helped advance her skills. Some of the best times are the friends you make and the information you
gain. The nights around the campfires reinforces the fellowship of the great community that is “Blacksmiths”.
We belong to a very special group of people!
Gary,
may your tongs always fit the piece you’re trying to hold.
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WRABA Events
October Hammer-In
Saturday 19th
9:00 AM

November Hammer-In
Saturday 9th
9:00 AM

December Holiday Party

Don Pfaff’s
28151 Mountz Rd.
East Rochester, Ohio 44625

Iron-in-the-hat
Pot-luck lunch

Iron-in-the-hat
Pot-luck lunch

Pot-luck-lunch
Gift Exchange
Auction

Bruce Hale’s
Jaymac Body & Frame
1801 Ivydale Ave SW
Canton, Ohio 44706

Burton Century Village
14653 East Park Street
Burton, Ohio 44021

Please note the date of the Holiday Party will be set during the October Hammer-In, but is tentatively on
Saturday, December 14th. Please bring a dish to pass, and a gift for each person participating in the gift
exchange. Try to keep all gifts homemade (yourself or a family member).

Open Forge
Tuesdays

5:00—9:00 PM

Burton Century Village
14653 East Park Street
Burton, Ohio 44021

If you need a forge to use, help with a project, or just to learn something — come to one of the open
forges. Open Forge will be at our Burton forge until sometime in November. For the winter, it will
move to Ralph’s shop and Gary’s shop. Watch the website as it gets colder for details.
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The Bridge Anvil—Summer 2013
The Artist’s Blacksmith Association of North America
“The Bridge Anvil” is the Affiliate Newsletter from ABANA to better enhance and
“Bridge” the continuing relationship between ABANA and its Affiliates. The goal is to
better forge a future for the blacksmithing community through constant communication,
discussion, and sharing of ideas.
I have recently talked with several of the older members of ABANA; and also one of our founding fathers, Dimitri
Gerakaris.
Our last issue of the Anvil's Ring (summer 2013) has been a great improvement over past issues. However, that said,
there is still room for improvement. The Ring and all the hullabaloo that goes with it; I mean the people who like it and
the people who don't, remind me of a job I once had.
Several years ago, I had a job that encompassed the designing and making of a retirement plaque for a devoted employee with 30 years of service at a Credit Union. Although the final design chosen after many meetings, was a forged
tree with hammered leaves and all 66 members of the workforce had to have their names engraved on those leaves, I
learned one thing for sure. Don't ever take a job where you have to please more than two people at one time.
Now, what does that have to do with ABANA, and the precious Anvil's Ring we all look forward to receiving? First of
all, you can't please all the people all the time. Secondly, each of us must remember we are all part of a whole. Unless
each and every individual contributes something to ABANA; ie, an article, a finished project with quality photographs,
maybe our time as a teacher, something, just get involved. Think of ABANA as an ant colony or a bee hive. Each member has his or her duty towards the success of the whole.
Don't leave everything up to your Board of Directors. For our part, we try to make the right decisions. Our new Anvil's Ring editor is doing a great job, and she is there mostly because of Amy Pieh's insistence on giving her a chance.
The Board wants to see ABANA prosper, wants to see the Ring as a class act, wants to see new members and more communication between us, (the Board), and the affiliate chapters. But that's not possible unless each and every member
gets involved.
I, personally, am sending in three new articles. Help me by doing your part.

Ray Nager
Affiliate Chair
ABANA Board of Directors.
RayNager@abana.org
867 Morning Star Dr.
Lakeland, Florida 33810
863-398-4995
863-213-4043 Fax
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From the ABANA President—Summer 2013
Dear Members,
ABANA is 40 years old and we had a great convention in Columbus, Georgia to celebrate it! I thought this would be a
good time for you to hear from our 2nd Vice President and founding member, Peter Renzetti.
Thank You,
David Hutchison

Communication and Sharing
Well, here we are, after celebrating the 40th anniversary of ABANA on March 17, 2013; we look to our future with enthusiasm. At the convention, seven of the original “founding fathers” were able to attend. We installed a plaque on the
forge door commemorating the event. The remembrances of our founding days and what inspired us to dive in deeper to
discovery and sharing was very uplifting. The weather was perfect, as if we were blessed, and the demonstrations and
presentations were inspiring. There were over 200 attendees at the Westville, GA site, with local groups demonstrating
as well. The banquet had over 100 people with good food, great conversations, and wonderful memories to share. Sadly,
as time goes on, there will be less of us founders to pass on what we know, and share what was given to us. I was, and
am, very proud to be one of the founding members. And I am doing my best to serve ABANA as a board member. I also
think of ABANA as a team. We have to work together to advance ourselves and others. To promote, practice, and share
all that we have for the future of the craft. Communication is the key to any successful endeavor. We are here to serve
the membership with information, resources, guidance, and inspiration. We ask that you, the members, share with us
your ideas, tips of the trade, and articles of interest. Also, please share what (or who) inspired you to further your knowledge of the smithing trade. We are working hard to improve and upgrade our website and resource network. We ask that
you share what you have so that we can make it available to us all. Actively participating by sharing and passing on your
inspiration (along with your renewal membership) is the glue that holds us together. As the old saying goes, “united we
stand, divided we fall.” Sometimes a few well-thought words mean more than volumes. My favorite is, “the more we
share, the more we have.” What is really neat is that it works just as well in reverse—“the more we have, the more we
share.” So take a few minutes, think about our team, send in your dues, articles to share, ideas, etc. —and tell us what is
on your mind. We’ll listen and pass it on!!

Cheers,
Peter A. Renzetti
‘The Unknown Blacksmith’

Artist-Blacksmith’s Association of North America
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Classifieds
Blacksmith Tools
 18-20 swage blocks (for ladles, pots, etc.)
 50-60 swages of various types
 10 anvils
 200+ pairs of tongs of all types
 ? (lots) of chisels
 ? (lots) of punches
 2 electric drive power hammers
 1 gas forge
 1 coal forge
 4 or 5 miscellaneous forges
Probably more than a semi-load (weight-wise) .
The tools are in Pennsylvania.
Complete lot only.
Asking $18,000.00
Contact: James A. Bacon
6713 Howard Rd.
Williamsfield, OH 44093
(440) 293-5477

Blue Moon Press sold books at our 2012 Conference
and generously donated two books for its auction

WRABA Anvils
“WRABA” brass anvils are available.
They are 4” long and 2” tall.
Their cost is $25.00
Get one at the next WRABA event.

12 foot gas hose 3/8 inch—$20
Trenton 143#—$325
Trenton 234#—$525
Early American Wrought Iron book with
dust jacket—$100
Other assorted blacksmith items, call for
availability
Ralph Neumeister 440-552-9560

This item is wanted. It is a crandle, used to cut
stone blocks. Dr. Phil Wanyerka, an Archaeologist,
would like to have an original sample for a current
project. Contact Dr. Wanyerka at
p.wanyerka@csuohio.edu or the editor at
jeffrey@naufamily.net 216-409-6291

Western Reserve Artist Blacksmith Association
4922 Treeline Dr.
Brunswick Hills, Ohio
44212
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WRABA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Name:_______________________________________________
Spouse’s Name_______________________________________
Address:_____________________________________________
City:____________________State:_________Zip:____________
Home Phone:_________________________________________
E-mail:_______________________________________________
Forge Name:__________________________________________
Occupation___________________________________________
What areas of metalworking are you interested in?__________
_____________________________________________________
Smithing:
Professional___ Hobbyist____ Beginner___ Advanced ___

Dues are payable by MARCH 1st. $20. yearly single

$25. yearly family

(new members prorated quarterly: March-May, June-August, Sept.- Nov. and Dec.-Feb.)
New membership__________

Renewal___________

Date_________________

Send application and dues to:
WRABA
6374 Lake Rd. W.
Madison, Ohio 44057
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