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Rocky Whitfield
(left) was presented
the 2012 Blacksmit
of the Year Award
by Gary Barnhar
(right) at the Februar
HammerIn.

WRABA Conference
June 28 -29

The featured demonstrator thi
year is Bob Rupert. He will
show shop setp with hand
forged tools, bladesmithing
with tool steel selection and
heat treatment, decorative an

elry.
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330-898-8171
gbarnhart2@neo.rr.com
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TheWestern Reserve Artist Blacksmith Association (WRABA)is
a nonprofit, educational organization, an affiliate of thdrtist
Blacksmith Association Of North America (ABANA).

We are dedicated to preserving and promoting the art and craff

hand forging iron. WRABA, our group of blacksmiths meet monthly

to share information
bers or at Century Village in Burton, Ohio.

and techn

A Membership application is on the back cover of this
newsletter.

Don Pfaff
East Rochester, Ohio
330-525-7836

www.wraba.com

Get information on our organization. Find out what is
going on and take a look at some great pictures of whatt
wedbve been doing.

Secretary

The WRABA Newsletter is composed and written by the editor gx-
cept as indicated. Material may be reprinted except as noted, With

proper credit given. WRABA, its officers, demonstrators, writerf

editor and members specifically disclaim any responsibility or liability
for any damages or injuries as a result of the use of information pub-

lished in the WRABA News or demonstrated at conferences or
meetings. Every effort is made to insure the accuracy and safety o

the information provided, but the use of any information published

herein is solely at the wuserds

Roberta Barnhart
Southington, Ohio

rsbh4@neo.rr.com

Treasurer

Dave Aubuchon
Uniontown, Ohio
dnl21@sbcglobal.net

330-497-8706

Deadline for articles to be put in the newsletter: March 15, June
15, Sept. 15, Dec. 15th (these dates are in the month prior to thd
issue coming out on the 1st)

Editor
Jeffrey Nau
4922 Treeline Dr.
Brunswick Hills, Ohio 44212
jeffrey@naufamily.net
330-741-1829

Board Members

Art Wolfe
of Chesterland, Ohio
440-729-0777
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Bob Temple
2015
Bristolville, Ohio
330-889-3952
Drbobcatt@netscape.net

Marc Yanko
2014
Chardon, Ohio
440-286-6059
mwyanko@hotmail.com

Rocky Whitfield
2014
North Lima, Ohio
330-549-3055

Ralph Neumeister
2015
Auburn, Ohio
at 440-552-9560
allmlforge@cebridge.net
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Bob Temple
Ralph Neumeister

Fundraising
Bob Temple
Art Wolfe

Special Events
Bob Temple
Roy Troutman
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Don Pfaff

Tips & Tricks Editor
Ralph Neumeister
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Presidentdos Letter April

from

Gary Barnhart

First a big thanks to Ken Roby & Bob Parks for hosting our February & March hamsnelf
you have the facilities for a hammierplease let Don Pfaff know.

Coal missing: We either have a thief in the group or we really are bad at keeping fecords.
think it is the latter. Last fall we started a siggut sheet for the coal bin. At that time there
were 38 bags of new coal put in the bin and recorded on that sheet. On MA2€143 went
to get 2 bags for the open forge at my shop and | took the last two bags. The sad part, the sic
out sheet only showed that 18 bags had been removed. So where did 20 bags of coal go? N
big deal, unless you consider $300 cannot be accounted for. Now, will we have to implement
stricter rules? Maybe we need a coal Nazi
tion very bothersome and | take very seriously my job of getting the most value for our group
dol | ar s. |l f we candét keep track of what
also have more coal waiting at Ken RobyoOs
will keep better track of where those bags end up.

We now have a very functional calendar on our website, thanks to Roberta. One feature is
agenda mode, which |list the events as a p
plunge, even Roy Troutman is online now!

New video equipment will be coming. We are purchasing a video projector and camera to
allow us to give better presentations, the first will be at the ApfilnEEnmesin with Jymm

Hof f man. I believe Jymm wil | be focused o
war. The equipment will also be used during the Juffe8289™ conference to allow closap
det ai | of Bob Rupertdés wor k. Anot her i de

during our support events with Burton village. If you like doing video photography let me
know we will need camera operators.

May your anvil always ring true,

Gary
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WRABA Events

April Hammer -In roninthe hat Burton Century Village

14653 East Park Street
. Pot-luck-lunch
Saturday 12" 9:00 AM Burton. Ohio 44021

Jymm Hoffman from PAABA will be demonstrating Colonial Period ironwork. He specializes in mu-
seumquality reproductions.

May Hammer-In Iron-in-the-hat Brad Weber

Saturday 10" 9:00 AM Pot-luck lunch 88250 Mill Hlll Rd.
Bowerstown, Ohio 44695

Conference SetJp Day Burton Century Village

June 27" 2:00 PMA until done 14653 East Park Street
Burton, Ohio 44021

This includes setting up the canopies, posting signs, and general organization. Any time that you can
contribute would help greatly.

WRABA Conference Burton Century Village
June 28/ 29" 14653 East Park Street

Burton, Ohio 44021

Bob Rupert is our featured demonstrator this year. Blue Moon Press will also be returning with books on
blacksmithing and related crafts.

July Joint Hammer-In and Picnic with NOB Ky Green
. 5115State Rt 60
Saturday 12 9:00 AM Iron-in-the-hat Wakeman, Ohio 44889

Pot-luck lunch
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Antiqgue Power and Steam Show Burton Century Village
July 25" 27" 14653 East Park Street

Burton, Ohio 44021

Let Bob Temple know if are available to demonstrate.

Open Forge Tuesdays; Thursdays:
Tuesdays 5:00f 9:00 PM Maple Leaf Fgrge SteelTree Workshop
Ralph Neumeistel Gary Barnhart
17231 Messenger R({. 1961 State Rt. 534

If you need a forge to use, help with a project, or just to learn somethifig come to one of the open
forges. For the winter, it wildl be at Ral phds sh
website for details.

Ar ti st Bl acksmithos ASsSC

2014 Conference
August 13" 16"

ABANA members can register for $175, and fraembers for $225.
Late registration after 30 June is $50 more. You can register online
atabana.or@nd for more information.

HARRINGTON, DELAWARE
AUGUST 13 - 16

JOINERY:
COME MAKE CONNECTIONS



http://www.abana.org/Conferences/2014/ConferenceRegistration.shtml
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From the February Hammer -In
at Ken Roby's shop, the Village Blacksmith
Write -up and photos by Roberta Barnhart

Ken Roby once again gave generously of the insights, tips and tricks he has amassed in his many years as :
blacksmith. He also dispelled some common blacksmithing myths, and discussed his favorite finishing tech-
niques.

Ken touted the virtues of the common bandsaw, showing a number of ways to make this tool more versatile.
tip he has given states that after installing a new bandsaw blade, you should make your first cut on brass,
which eliminates any burrs and makes them last longer. Of course, he has no way to know if this actually
works, so if you've found this to be true, be sure and tell Ken next time you see him.

Have you ever found yourself wusing a dril!/ press
have used a clamp?0. As an alternative, try usin
shown in this photo:

Ken opened his figo bago to reveal his must have
The take away: if you use electronic tools, such as laser measuring tools or levels, be sure to have spare ba
ies at all times!

How many of you use spray bottles to apply water or some type of coola
you are cutting or drilling? And how many have experienced a sprayer faif
just the wrong time? Try using a squeeze bottle with a bottom pickup to a}-
that pitfall. You have greater control with one of these also.

Ken was looking for a replacement coal shovel, and on the spur of
the moment wel ded a handle to a
hand. He likes it so much for it's versatility and long life, he's never
used anything else since.




